OCTOBER 1710            Journal to Stella

measures he would take; and, in short, said every thing I
could wish: told me he must bring Mr. St. John (secretary
of state)43 and me acquainted; and spoke so many things of
personal kindness and esteem for me, that I am inclined half
to believe what some friends have told me, That he would
do every thing to bring me over. He has desired to dine with
me (what a comical mistake was that) I mean he has desired
me to dine with him on Tuesday,44 and after four hours
being with him, set me down at St. James's Coffee-house,
in a hackney-coach. All this is odd and comical, if you
consider him and me. He knew my Christian name very
well. I could not forbear saying thus much upon this
matter, although you will think it tedious. But I'll tell
you; you must know, 'tis fatal4* to me to be a scoundrel
and a prince the same day: for being to see him at four,
I could not engage myself to dine at any friend's; so I
went to Tooke, to give him a ballad46 and dine with him;
but he was not at home: so I was forced to go to a blind47
chop-house, and dine for ten-pence upon gill-ale,48 bad
broth, and three chops of mutton; and then go reeking
from thence to the first minister of state. And now I am
going in charity to send Steele a Tatler^ who is very low
43   Heniy St. John, born in 167 8, entered Parliament in 1701, as member
for the family borough of Wootton Bassett. His eloquence brought him
immediate distinction.   He was Secretary at War in the Godolphin
Ministry from 1704 to 1708. In the ministerial crisis of Feb. 1708 he,
with Sir Thomas Mansell and Sir Simon Harcourt, followed Harley out
of office. In Sept. 1710 he succeeded Henry Boyle as Secretary of State
for the Northern Department. Swift was introduced to him on r i Nov.
1710.
44  7 Oct., the day on which Swift was writing, was a Saturday.
45  Destined, fated, decreed.  In this sense from the time of Chaucer.
See O.E.D.
46  This was not Sid Hamet, which was handed to the printer on 4 Oct.
It may have been the lost 'ballad full of puns on the Westminster election'
mentioned by Swift on 20 Oct. See Poems, p. 1087.
47  Out of sight, obscure. A common early use of the word.
48  Ale served by the gill measure.
49   Seep. 4rn.2S>
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